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This Week—What Makes a Job a “Good Job?”
Jobs aren’t just about making money. The work we do in our careers can also 
impact our communities, society, and even the world. 

New to Get a Life?

Get a Life is a quick, online game where you guide a character through college, 
career, and life decisions while dealing with the strange issues that come up 
in their lives (believe me, they get pretty weird). All the careers in Get a Life 
are real, and all the schools are based on real colleges, universities, and trade 
schools. As you help characters like Jacob or Isabella through their journeys, 
you might get some ideas about what you want to do with your own. 

Each week, we will be releasing activities to help you get the most from Get a 
Life, connecting what happens in the game with the real world. Each addition 
will include an extension activity that you can complete with your family. 

If this is your first time playing Get a Life, you’ll need to sign up. Use the invite 
code below and follow the instructions on the next page. If you’ve played 
Get a Life before, just log into your Game Portal Account and skip the 
sign-up step. You won’t need to enter a new invite code. 

Shawnee Middle School
Invite Code: zzyqg6g3
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Signing Up
To access Get a Life and other K20 GBL games, go to: 
gameportal.k20center.ou.edu 

Invite Code: zzyqg6g3

Existing Accounts

If you already have an account, log in, click “ADD CLASS” and enter your invite 
code.

Enter your invitation code

Click Sign Up with Google

Click SIGN UP

Click ADD CLASS

https://gameportal.k20center.ou.edu
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What Do We Owe to Each Other? 
If you did last week’s activity, you already know there are lots of reasons that 
people choose certain careers, besides just salary. This week, we are looking 
at one reason in particular—how a job can help make our world a better place. 

Some of these kinds of jobs are obvious—doctors and nurses, for example, 
save lives each day. Teachers pass on valuable knowledge. Engineers create 
new technology. Farmers grow the food we eat. The way other careers 
contribute is less obvious but just as valuable. 

For many people, contributions to the community aren’t limited to their job. 
Providing childcare, acts of service, volunteering, activism, and caregiving 
are all forms of non-paid work that contribute greatly to our families and 
communities. 
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Activity One—How to Get a Job You’ll Love
The “civic” score in Get a Life represents everything good that your character 
is putting back into the world. Civic points can come from a character’s career, 
things they do on the side (such as volunteering), or even their family life. 
When you play Get a Life today, try to max out your civic score—get as many 
civic points as you can by the end of the game. 

Your career choice in Get a Life could make this challenge a lot easier or a lot 
harder. Which careers do you think will earn more civic points? 

When you’re done. Fill out the 3-2-1 Activity Sheet on the next page. Your 
answers will be used in the Family Extension activity. 
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Activity Two—How Can A Job Affect the World
Using the Career Data Sheets, pick three jobs you find interesting. For each job 
you choose, list the ways that job positively affects the world or helps people. 
Here are some things to look for (but you might think of more things that 
aren’t on this list!): 

• Provides essential services or cares for others 
• Designs, makes, or sells essential products 
• Protects or improves communities 
• Preserves natural resources, wildlife, or the environment 
• Provides well-paying jobs for others 
• Expands human knowledge through scientific research 
• Creates art or entertainment that brings joy to others 

For example, a doctor provides healthcare (an essential service), but might 
also hire staff to work alongside them (creating well-paying jobs). Some 
doctors also do research (expanding human knowledge).  

As another example, a construction worker who builds houses makes an 
essential product, improves our communities, and might even help preserve 
natural resources in some cases.  
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Family Extension
In this week’s activities, your student explored the idea that a career can have 
benefits not just for themselves, but for other people, their community, and 
even society at large. Have your student ask you the following questions, then 
just talk about whatever comes up. 

• What we choose to do impacts our world in different ways. What aspects of 
your profession or personal life do you take the most pride in or feel most 
helps your community and those around you? (Caregiving, service, activism, 
and other non-paid work are just as valid as other careers, so don’t hesitate 
to include your experience related to those activities in the discussion.) 

• What qualities do you think make a responsible citizen?  
• What are a few ways our family participates in civic activities or acts as 

responsible members of the community? Are there any you find particularly 
enjoyable? (A few examples might include voting, volunteer work, political 
campaigning, social/religious club membership, and others.) 

• How can we get more involved with our community as a family? (There are 
many ways to explore possibilities for civic involvement together. You might 
check your local paper or community website and see if any upcoming 
events or opportunities spark your family’s interest.)  

Next Week

Next week, we will be looking at jobs you are interested in and figure out what 
it takes to get them! 
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Support
K20 GBL games are supported on the Chrome and Firefox browsers and on 
most Apple, Windows, and ChromeOS computers with an Internet connection.

For technical issues with our games, please go to: 
k20center.ou.edu/gamesupport

https://k20center.ou.edu/contact/gamesupport/

